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The World Bank and other multilateral development banks (MDBs) carry out their mission to alleviate
poverty and promote economic growth based on the advice of professional economists. But as Sarah Babb
argues in Behind the Development Banks, these organizations have also been indelibly shaped by
Washington politics—particularly by the legislative branch and its power of the purse.

            Tracing American influence on MDBs over three decades, this volume assesses increased
congressional activism and the perpetual “selling” of banks to Congress by the executive branch. Babb
contends that congressional reluctance to fund the MDBs has enhanced the influence of the United States on
them by making credible America’s threat to abandon the banks if its policy preferences are not followed. At
a time when the United States’ role in world affairs is being closely scrutinized, Behind the Development
Banks will be necessary reading for anyone interested in how American politics helps determine the fate of
developing countries.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tapia:

The book Behind the Development Banks: Washington Politics, World Poverty, and the Wealth of Nations
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best
thing like a book Behind the Development Banks: Washington Politics, World Poverty, and the Wealth of
Nations? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Behind the Development Banks:
Washington Politics, World Poverty, and the Wealth of Nations has simple shape but you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Geraldine Bagley:

This Behind the Development Banks: Washington Politics, World Poverty, and the Wealth of Nations book
is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Behind the Development
Banks: Washington Politics, World Poverty, and the Wealth of Nations without we understand teach the one
who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Behind the Development
Banks: Washington Politics, World Poverty, and the Wealth of Nations can bring any time you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Behind the Development Banks: Washington Politics, World Poverty, and the Wealth of
Nations having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Todd McCrea:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Behind the
Development Banks: Washington Politics, World Poverty, and the Wealth of Nations is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Doris Whobrey:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,



reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is Behind the Development Banks: Washington Politics, World Poverty, and the Wealth of Nations.
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