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Should character formation be a goal of civic education in a liberal democracy? In addition to teaching
knowledge and skills, should civic education shape children's values, beliefs, preferences, habits, identities,
and sentiments? Most contemporary political and educational theorists who address these questions respond
with a heavily qualified yes. They argue that education for civil character is vital to the survival and
flourishing of liberal democracy but its
content must be strictly limited to avoid compromising its recipients' ability to think and act as critically
autonomous citizens. This means that civic character education should not extend beyond inculcating in
children the basic and universal moral values that constitute the ideal of liberal
democracy itself.

Civics Beyond Critics argues that this orthodox view is wrong to prioritize critical autonomy over three other
valuable character traits that have traditionally been fostered by civic education: law-abidingness, civic
identification, and support for the fundamental political institutions of one's society. But the best alternative
is not simply to reverse the priority. The goal of this book is to show how we can recognize the value of the
kinds of character formation that civic
education has traditionally involved without losing the portion of the truth that can be found in the orthodox
view. Civics Beyond Critics warns against neglecting character traits that, although commonly labeled
'conservative', are realistically essential for the future of all liberal democracies.

Oxford Political Theory presents the best new work in contemporary political theory. It is intended to be
broad in scope, including original contributions to political philosophy, and also work in applied political
theory. The series will contain works of outstanding quality with no restriction as to approach or subject
matter. Series Editors: Will Kymlicka, David Miller, and Alan Ryan.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Here thing why this specific Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford
Political Theory) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Civics Beyond
Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Civics
Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory). It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political
Theory) in e-book can be your substitute.

Nancy Garcia:

The guide with title Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political
Theory) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Lucinda Brown:

This Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) is great
guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford
Political Theory) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So
, this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Scott Marin:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can



have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Civics Beyond Critics:
Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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