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In Electing Judges, leading judicial politics scholar James L. Gibson responds tothe growing chorus of critics
who fear that the politics of running for office undermine judicial independence and even the rule of law.
While many people have opinions on the topic, few have supported them with actual empirical evidence.
Gibson rectifies this situation, offering the most systematic and comprehensive study to date of the impact of
campaigns on public perceptions of fairness, impartiality, and the legitimacy of elected state courts—and his
findings are both counterintuitive and controversial.

 

Gibson finds that ordinary Americans do not conclude from campaign promises that judges are incapable of
making impartial decisions. Instead, he shows, they understand the process of deciding cases to be an
exercise in policy making, rather than of simply applying laws to individual cases—and consequently think
it’s important for candidates to reveal where they stand on important issues. Negative advertising also turns
out to have a limited effect on perceptions of judicial legitimacy, though the same cannot be said for widely
hated campaign contributions.

 

Taking both the good and bad into consideration, Gibson argues persuasively that elections are ultimately
beneficial in boosting the institutional legitimacy of courts, despite the slight negative effects of some
campaign activities. Electing Judges will initiate a lively debate inside both the halls of justice and the
academy.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Price:

This Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Electing Judges: The Surprising
Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) without we realize
teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Electing
Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of
Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) having excellent arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Robert Nobles:

This Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of
this Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Dora Champagne:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Electing Judges: The Surprising
Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Electing Judges: The Surprising
Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) become your own
starter.



Ruth Snider:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on
Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) was filled in relation to science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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