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What distinguishes Clarissa from Samuel Richardson's other novels is Richardson's unique awareness of how
his plot would end. In the inevitability of its conclusion, in its engagement with virtually every category of
human experience, and in its author's desire to communicate religious truth, E. Derek Taylor suggests,
Clarissa truly is the Paradise Lost of the eighteenth century. Arguing that Clarissa's cohesiveness and
intellectual rigor have suffered from the limitations of the Lockean model frequently applied to the novel,
Taylor turns to the writings of John Norris, a well-known disciple of the theosophy of Nicolas Malebranche.
Allusions to this first of Locke's philosophical critics appear in each of the novel's installments, and Taylor
persuasively documents how Norris's ideas provided Richardson with a usefully un-Lockean rhetorical
grounding for Clarissa. Further, the writings of early feminists like Norris's intellectual ally Mary Astell, who
viewed her arguments on behalf of women as compatible with her conservative and deeply held religious and
political views, provide Richardson with the combination of progressive feminism and conservative theology
that animate the novel. In a convincing twist, Taylor offers a closely argued analysis of Lovelace's oft-stated
declaration that he will not be 'out-Norris'd' or 'out-plotted' by Clarissa, showing how the plot of the novel
and the plot of all humans exist, in the context of Richardson's grand theological experiment, within,
through, and by a concurrence of divine energy.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Green:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Reason
and Religion in Clarissa: Samuel Richardson and 'the Famous Mr. Norris, of Bemerton'? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Donald Pate:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Reason and Religion in Clarissa: Samuel Richardson and 'the Famous Mr. Norris, of Bemerton' your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Reason and Religion in Clarissa: Samuel
Richardson and 'the Famous Mr. Norris, of Bemerton' giving you another experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

William Johnson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but novel and Reason and Religion in Clarissa: Samuel Richardson and 'the
Famous Mr. Norris, of Bemerton' or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Reason and Religion in Clarissa: Samuel Richardson and 'the
Famous Mr. Norris, of Bemerton' to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.

Joyce Francois:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for



the Reason and Religion in Clarissa: Samuel Richardson and 'the Famous Mr. Norris, of Bemerton' when you
necessary it?
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