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Achievement tests play an important role in modern societies. They are used to evaluate schools, to assign
students to tracks within schools, and to identify weaknesses in student knowledge. The GED is an
achievement test used to grant the status of high school graduate to anyone who passes it. GED recipients
currently account for 12 percent of all high school credentials issued each year in the United States. But do
achievement tests predict success in life?

The Myth of Achievement Tests shows that achievement tests like the GED fail to measure important life
skills. James J. Heckman, John Eric Humphries, Tim Kautz, and a group of scholars offer an in-depth
exploration of how the GED came to be used throughout the United States and why our reliance on it is
dangerous. Drawing on decades of research, the authors show that, while GED recipients score as well on
achievement tests as high school graduates who do not enroll in college, high school graduates vastly
outperform GED recipients in terms of their earnings, employment opportunities, educational attainment, and
health. The authors show that the differences in success between GED recipients and high school graduates
are driven by character skills. Achievement tests like the GED do not adequately capture character skills like
conscientiousness, perseverance, sociability, and curiosity. These skills are important in predicting a variety
of life outcomes. They can be measured, and they can be taught.

 

Using the GED as a case study, the authors explore what achievement tests miss and show the dangers of an
educational system based on them. They call for a return to an emphasis on character in our schools, our
systems of accountability, and our national dialogue.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Higgins:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Myth of Achievement Tests: The
GED and the Role of Character in American Life is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Denise Wallis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Myth of Achievement Tests: The GED and the Role
of Character in American Life as your daily resource information.

Michael Clark:

This The Myth of Achievement Tests: The GED and the Role of Character in American Life is fresh way for
you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Myth
of Achievement Tests: The GED and the Role of Character in American Life can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Sheri Williams:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the book
The Myth of Achievement Tests: The GED and the Role of Character in American Life we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The Myth
of Achievement Tests: The GED and the Role of Character in American Life. You can more inviting than



now.
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