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From The Horse That, Trotting

 

The horse that, trotting with open heart

Against the wind, achieves bend and flow

Will live forever. So far, so good,

 

But they never do, until too late,

Bend properly and time spreads from

The momentary hesitations

 

Of their spines, circles their tossing necks,

Falls from their teeth like rejected oats,

Litters the ground like penitence.

 

This is where we come in, where the drop

Of time congeals the air and someone

Speaks to the discouraged grass . . .

 

Tricks of the Light explores the often fraught relationships between domestic animals and humans through
mythological figurations, vibrant thought, and late-modern lyrics that seem to test their own boundaries.
Vicki Hearne (1946–2001), best known and celebrated today as a writer of strikingly original poetry and
prose, was a capable dog and horse trainer, and sometimes controversial animal advocate.



This definitive collection of Hearne’s poetry spans the entirety of her illustrious career, from her first book,
Nervous Horses (1980), to never-before-published poems composed on her deathbed. But no matter the
source, each of her meditative, metaphysical lyrics possesses that rare combination of philosophical
speculation, practical knowledge of animals, and an unusually elegant style unlike that of any other poet
writing today. Before her untimely death, Hearne entrusted the manuscript to distinguished poet, scholar, and
long-time friend John Hollander, whose introduction provides both critical and personal insight into the
poet’s magnum opus. Tricks of the Light—acute, vibrant, and deeply informed—is a sensuous reckoning of
the connection between humans and the natural world.

 

Praise for The Parts of Light

 

“Hearne . . . strives to capture exactly what she knows she can't—the intense immediacy of animal
consciousness, a consciousness free of the moral vagaries and intellectual preoccupations that pockmark
human experience. Her style, smooth in some places, choppy in others, reflects both the wholeness of animal
presence and the jarring, fragmentary nature of human reason and reflection. Hearne's poems demand
participation, refuse passive enjoyment; she dares the reader to stay in the saddle.”—Publishers Weekly
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Bell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question simply because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Tricks of the
Light: New and Selected Poems to read.

Dennis Scott:

This Tricks of the Light: New and Selected Poems are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Tricks of the Light: New and Selected Poems can be on the list of great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Tricks of
the Light: New and Selected Poems giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

John Lopez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Tricks of the Light: New and Selected Poems.

Alma Medina:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Tricks of the Light: New and
Selected Poems is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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