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With his usual wit and élan, esteemed historian Peter Gay enters the contentious, long-standing debates over
the romantic period. Here, in this concise and inviting volume, he reformulates the definition of romanticism
and provides a fresh account of the immense achievements of romantic writers and artists in all media.
 
Gay’s scope is wide, his insights sharp. He takes on the recurring questions about how to interpret romantic
figures and their works. Who qualifies to be a romantic? What ties together romantic figures who practice in
different countries, employ different media, even live in different centuries? How is modernism indebted to
romanticism, if at all?
 
Guiding readers through the history of the romantic movement across Britain, France, Germany, and
Switzerland, Gay argues that the best way to conceptualize romanticism is to accept its complicated nature
and acknowledge that there is no “single basket” to contain it. Gay conceives of romantics in “families,”
whose individual members share fundamental values but retain unique qualities. He concludes by
demonstrating that romanticism extends well into the twentieth century, where its deep and lasting impact
may be measured in the work of writers such as T. S. Eliot and Virginia Woolf.
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From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Why the Romantics Matter (Why X
Matters Series). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Sybil Davis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Why the Romantics Matter (Why X Matters Series) has been
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book Why the Romantics Matter (Why X Matters Series) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Why the
Romantics Matter (Why X Matters Series). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Mary Redus:

The event that you get from Why the Romantics Matter (Why X Matters Series) could be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Why the Romantics Matter (Why X Matters Series) giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Why the Romantics
Matter (Why X Matters Series) instantly.

Pearl Dyson:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why the Romantics Matter (Why X Matters Series) can
be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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