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Born in Providence, Rhode Island, to a Cree mother and a French father, Réauna, affectionately known
throughout Tremblay’s work as “Nana,” was sent with her two younger sisters, Béa and Alice, to be raised
on her maternal grandparents’ farm in Sainte-Maria-de-Saskatchewan, a francophone Catholic enclave of
two hundred souls. At the age of ten, amid swaying fields of wheat under the idyllic prairie sky of her loving
foster family, Nana is suddenly told by her mother, whom she hasn’t seen in five years and who now lives in
Montreal, to come “home” and help take care of her new baby brother.

So it is that Nana, with her faint recollection of the smell of the sea, embarks alone on an epic journey by
train through Regina, Winnipeg, and Ottawa, on which she encounters a dizzying array of strangers and
distant relatives, including Ti-Lou, the “she-wolf of Ottawa.”

To our delight, Michel Tremblay here takes his readers outside Quebec for the first time, on a quintessential
North American journey – it is 1913, at a time of industry and adventure, when crossing the continent was an
enterprise undertaken by so many, young and old, from myriads of cultures, unimpeded by the abstractly
constructed borders and identities that have so fractured our world of today.

This, the first in Tremblay’s series of "crossings" novels, provides us with the back-story to the characters of
his great Chronicles of Plateau Mont-Royal, particularly of his mother, “The Fat Woman Next Door …” and
his maternal grandmother, who, though largely uneducated, was a voracious reader and introduced him to the
world of reading and books, including Tintin adventure comics, mass-market novels, and The Inn of the
Guardian Angel, which fascinated the young Tremblay with its sections of dramatic dialogue, inspiring the
many great plays he would eventually write.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Dildy:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Crossing the Continent as the daily resource
information.

Coleman Jones:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Crossing the Continent book written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Crossing the Continent as good book not only by
the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Alva Sexton:

You may get this Crossing the Continent by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Karen Tullis:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Crossing the Continent to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the reserve
Crossing the Continent can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing
of this time.
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