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The tragic events of September 11, 2001, and the false assessment of Saddam Hussein's weapons arsenal
were terrible reminders that good information is essential to national security. These failures convinced the
American public that their intelligence system was broken and prompted a radical reorganization of agencies
and personnel, but as Richard K. Betts argues in this book, critics and politicians have severely
underestimated the obstacles to true reform.

One of the nation's foremost political scientists, Betts draws on three decades of work within the U.S.
intelligence community to illuminate the paradoxes and problems that frustrate the intelligence process.
Unlike America's efforts to improve its defenses against natural disasters, strengthening its strategic
assessment capabilities means outwitting crafty enemies who operate beyond U.S. borders. It also requires
looking within to the organizational and political dynamics of collecting information and determining its
implications for policy.

Combining academic research with personal experience, Betts outlines strategies for better intelligence
gathering and assessment. He describes how fixing one malfunction can create another; in what ways
expertise can be both a vital tool and a source of error and misjudgment; the pitfalls of always striving for
accuracy in intelligence, which in some cases can render it worthless; the danger, though unavoidable, of
"politicizing" intelligence; and the issue of secrecy& mdash;when it is excessive, when it is insufficient, and
how limiting privacy can in fact protect civil liberties.

Betts argues that when it comes to intelligence, citizens and politicians should focus less on consistent
solutions and more on achieving a delicate balance between conflicting requirements. He also emphasizes
the substantial success of the intelligence community, despite its well-publicized blunders, and highlights
elements of the intelligence process that need preservation and protection. Many reformers are quick to
respond to scandals and failures without detailed, historical knowledge of how the system works. Grounding
his arguments in extensive theory and policy analysis, Betts takes a comprehensive and realistic look at how
knowledge and power can work together to face the intelligence challenges of the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Enemies of Intelligence:
Knowledge and Power in American National Security.

Elizabeth Easterling:

Exactly why? Because this Enemies of Intelligence: Knowledge and Power in American National Security is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Morgan Johnson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Enemies of Intelligence: Knowledge and Power in
American National Security was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Piedad Trainor:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Enemies of Intelligence: Knowledge and Power in
American National Security was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Enemies of Intelligence: Knowledge and Power in American National Security has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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