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Rather than a centralized state, Iran in the nineteenth century was a delicate balance between tribal groups,
urban merchant communities, religious elites, and an autocratic monarchy. While Russia gained an
increasingly dominant political role in Iran over the course of this century, Russian influence was often
challenged by banditry on the roads, riots in the cities, and the seeming arbitrariness of the Shah.

Iran and Russian Imperialism develops a comprehensive picture of Russia’s historical entanglements with
one of its most important neighbours in Asia. It recounts how the Russian Empire strived to gain political
influence at the Persian court, promote Russian trade, and secure the enormous southern borders of the
empire. Using hitherto often neglected documents from archives in Russia and Georgia and reading them
against the grain, this book reveals the complex reactions of different groups in Iranian society to Russian
imperialism. As it turns out, the Iranians were, in the words of the Russian orientalist Konstantin Smirnov,
"ideal anarchists," whose resistance to imperial domination, as well as to centralized state institutions more
generally, impacted developments in the region in the century to come.

Iran’s troubled relationship with the wider world continues to be a topic of considerable interest to historians,
yet little focus has been given to Russia’s historical connections to Iran. This book thus represents a valuable
contribution to Iranian and Russian History, as well as International Relations.
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From reader reviews:

Eula Hunter:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists,
1800-1914 (Iranian Studies) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Ann Morgan:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can help folks
out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists,
1800-1914 (Iranian Studies) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Nancy Ochoa:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal
Anarchists, 1800-1914 (Iranian Studies) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Randolph Urban:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-1914 (Iranian Studies) when you
necessary it?
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