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From the cubit used by Noah to build the ark to the angstrom in spectroscopy, units of measure have been
integral to science and engineering. Throughout history, countless systems of measurement have been
devised and then discarded as more precise and more logical systems have come along. While most of the
world has adopted the metric system, the United States -- with the curious exception of soda bottles --
adheres to the imperial system, even though the country has officially been a metric nation since 1893, when
Thomas Corwin Mendenhall declared metric prototypes the country's "fundamental standards of length and
mass." The convenience of the base-ten metric system is undeniable, and so are the costs associated with not
converting to metric. Yet, Americans still cling to inches, quarts, and ounces. Clearly, there is more to
measurement than logic.

In Measure for Measure, Alex Hebra offers a delightfully engaging and instructive history of measurement
systems from ancient times to the present, exploring how and why such units as the stadium, the span, and
the parsec first came about. Tracing civilization's various efforts to calculate distance, volume, mass, energy,
and time, he explains how units of measurement are applied in such fields as mechanical engineering,
physics, optics, and astronomy. In particular, Hebra focuses on the development of the metric system,
arguing that even the United States will eventually join the worldwide metric community. Deeply informed
and imaginatively told, Measure for Measure chronicles humanity's imperfect search for the perfect system
with which to quantify reality.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Adkins:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Measure
for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units. All type of book are you able to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Mack Washburn:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
book. The book Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Michael Joslyn:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units.

Kerry Maye:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial,
Metric, and Other Units to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and
Other Units can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
this time.
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