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This book examines how people understand utterances that are intended figuratively. Traditionally,
figurative language such as metaphors and idioms has been considered derivative from more complex than
ostensibly straightforward literal language. Glucksberg argues that figurative language involves the same
kinds of linguistic and pragmatic operations that are used for ordinary, literal language. Glucksbergs research
in this book is concerned with ordinary language: expressions that are used in daily life, including
conversations about everyday matters, newspaper and magazine articles, and the media. Metaphor is the
major focus of the book. Idioms, however, are also treated comprehensively, as is the theory of conceptual
metaphor in the context of how people understand both conventional and novel figurative expressions. A
new theory of metaphor comprehension is put forward, and evaluated with respect to competing theories in
linguistics and in psychology. The central tenet of the theory is that ordinary conversational metaphors are
used to create new concepts and categories. This process is spontaneous and automatic. Metaphor is special
only in the sense that these categories get their names from the best examples of the things they represent,
and that these categories get their names from the best examples of those categories. Thus, the literal shark
can be a metaphor for any vicious and predatory being, from unscrupulous salespeople to a murderous
character in The Threepenny Opera. Because the same term, e.g.,shark, is used both for its literal referent and
for the metaphorical category, as in My lawyer is a shark, we call it the dual-reference theory. The theory is
then extended to two other domains: idioms and conceptual metaphors. The book presents the first
comprehensive account of how people use and understand metaphors in everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Crosley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Understanding Figurative Language: From Metaphor to Idioms
(Oxford Psychology Series). Try to make book Understanding Figurative Language: From Metaphor to
Idioms (Oxford Psychology Series) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Sandra Davis:

Here thing why this specific Understanding Figurative Language: From Metaphor to Idioms (Oxford
Psychology Series) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Understanding Figurative
Language: From Metaphor to Idioms (Oxford Psychology Series) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Understanding
Figurative Language: From Metaphor to Idioms (Oxford Psychology Series). It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Understanding Figurative Language: From Metaphor to Idioms (Oxford Psychology Series) in e-book can be
your substitute.

Heather Lanham:

Exactly why? Because this Understanding Figurative Language: From Metaphor to Idioms (Oxford
Psychology Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Josephine Widman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,



you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Understanding Figurative Language:
From Metaphor to Idioms (Oxford Psychology Series) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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