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When a woman leaves prison, she enters a world of competing messages and conflicting advice.  Staff from
prison, friends, family members, workers at halfway houses and treatment programs all have something to
say about who she is, who she should be, and what she should do.  The Ex-Prisoner’s Dilemma offers an in-
depth, firsthand look at how the former prisoner manages messages about returning to the community. 

Over the course of a year, Andrea Leverentz conducted repeated interviews with forty-nine women as they
adjusted to life outside of prison and worked to construct new ideas of themselves as former prisoners and as
mothers, daughters, sisters, romantic partners, friends, students, and workers.  Listening to these women,
along with their family members, friends, and co-workers, Leverentz pieces together the narratives they have
created to explain their past records and guide their future behavior.  She traces where these narratives came
from and how they were shaped by factors such as gender, race, maternal status, age, and experiences in
prison, halfway houses, and twelve-step programs—factors that in turn shaped the women’s expectations for
themselves, and others’ expectations of them.  The women’s stories form a powerful picture of the complex,
complicated human experience behind dry statistics and policy statements regarding prisoner reentry into
society for women, how the experience is different for men and the influence society plays.

With its unique view of how society’s mixed messages play out in ex-prisoners’ lived realities, The Ex-
Prisoner’s Dilemma shows the complexity of these women’s experiences within the broad context of the war
on drugs and mass incarceration in America. It offers invaluable lessons for helping such women
successfully rejoin society.
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From reader reviews:

William Vogt:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Ex-
Prisoner's Dilemma: How Women Negotiate Competing Narratives of Reentry and Desistance (Critical
Issues in Crime and Society)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have other opinion?

Boris Hansen:

Often the book The Ex-Prisoner's Dilemma: How Women Negotiate Competing Narratives of Reentry and
Desistance (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this
book very suited to you. The book The Ex-Prisoner's Dilemma: How Women Negotiate Competing
Narratives of Reentry and Desistance (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ila Petty:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is The Ex-Prisoner's Dilemma: How Women Negotiate Competing Narratives of Reentry and
Desistance (Critical Issues in Crime and Society).

Eunice Holt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Ex-Prisoner's Dilemma: How Women Negotiate Competing Narratives
of Reentry and Desistance (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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