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Mainstream, or more formally, neoclassical, economics claims to be a science. But as Michael Perelman
makes clear in his latest book, nothing could be further from the truth. While a science must be rooted in
material reality, mainstream economics ignores or distorts the most fundamental aspect of this reality: that
the vast majority of people must, out of necessity, labor on behalf of others, transformed into nothing but a
means to the end of maximum profits for their employers. The nature of the work we do and the conditions
under which we do it profoundly shape our lives. And yet, both of these factors are peripheral to mainstream
economics.

By sweeping labor under the rug, mainstream economists hide the nature of capitalism, making it appear to
be a system based upon equal exchange rather than exploitation inside every workplace. Perelman describes
this illusion as the “invisible handcuffs” of capitalism and traces its roots back to Adam Smith and his
contemporaries and their disdain for working people. He argues that far from being a basically fair system of
exchanges regulated by the “invisible hand” of the market, capitalism handcuffs working men and women
(and children too) through the very labor process itself. Neoclassical economics attempts to rationalize these
handcuffs and tells workers that they are responsible for their own conditions. What we need to do instead,
Perelman suggests, is eliminate the handcuffs through collective actions and build a society that we direct
ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Brewer:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for us. The book The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the
Economy by Stunting Workers ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Invisible Handcuffs of
Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers is not only giving you much
more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Invisible Handcuffs of
Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers. You never experience lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Herman Ovalle:

Here thing why this specific The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the
Economy by Stunting Workers are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The
Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting
Workers. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe
the form of The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting
Workers in e-book can be your substitute.

Joni Harris:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Invisible Handcuffs
of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick The
Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers become
your own starter.



Wayne Gaddis:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism:
How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the guide The Invisible Handcuffs of
Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers can to be your brand-new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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