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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject Ethnology / Cultural Anthropology, grade: keine, American
University of Beirut, course: Cultural Boundaries and Identities, 10 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: The paper will analyze the nationalist movements and national sentiments of four entities:
Quebec, Lebanon, Israel and Greece, and attempt a comparison with the conditions for a vital national
identity in Lebanon. It will be suggested that the internal differences in Lebanon, dominated by a very
intolerant ethnic marker, namely religion, are so predominant that they overshadow any kind of national
identity that can detach Lebanese society from their sub-national attachments in order to generate national
sentiments for all Lebanese people. Complicating this condition, also foreign intervention through alliances
with the various groups within Lebanon comes into play. Using the Québécois, the Israeli and the Greek
example, it shall be shown that a certain amount of internal unity is needed to create sentiments of belonging.
Only then, art can play a significant role in enhancing national identity through symbols and material objects.
Québec developed a strong legal code to protect its distinct Québécois nature against English-speaking
Canada. In Greece, the Orthodox Church took the responsibility of safeguarding not only religion, but also
language, folklore, dance and literature against Turkish domination and the post-Ottoman conflict over
territory. Israel had and still has to struggle with the construction of a national identity that is based on the
ethnic marker religion. Furthermore, the political state had to embrace various Jewish communities with
different cultural habits and customs and define what kind of Jewish life is truly acceptable. Hence, cultural
customs have been defined in order to create a distinct Israeli identity. For our purposes, we refer to the
Arab-Israeli conflict from the Israeli perspective, being fully aware that we only spotlight one certain aspect
of it . The paper is based and inspired by Richard Handler’s analysis of the Québécois claims for a distinct
national character in contrast to the rest of Canada and the independence movement, proclaimed by a
considerably high percentage of the population .
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Stewart:

The ability that you get from The role of art in the struggle for a national identity in Lebanon is the more
deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The role of art in the struggle for a national identity in
Lebanon giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
that The role of art in the struggle for a national identity in Lebanon instantly.

Walter Harman:

This The role of art in the struggle for a national identity in Lebanon tend to be reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The role of art in the struggle for a national
identity in Lebanon can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this The role of art in the struggle for a national identity in Lebanon forcing you
to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Edward Bastian:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The role of art in the struggle for a
national identity in Lebanon is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Cheree Rodriquez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The role of art in the struggle for a national
identity in Lebanon was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The role of
art in the struggle for a national identity in Lebanon has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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