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From Elvis and a hound dog wearing matching tuxedos and the comic adventures of artificially produced
bands to elaborate music videos and contrived reality-show contests, television—as this critical look
brilliantly shows—has done a superb job of presenting the energy of rock in a fabulously entertaining but
patently "fake" manner. The dichotomy of "fake" and "real" music as it is portrayed on television is
presented in detail through many generations of rock music: the Monkees shared the charts with the Beatles,
Tupac and Slayer fans voted for corny American Idols, and shows like Shindig! and Soul Train somehow
captured the unhinged energy of rock far more effectively than most long-haired guitar-smashing acts. Also
shown is how TV has often delighted in breaking the rules while still mostly playing by them: Bo Diddley
defied Ed Sullivan and sang rock and roll after he had been told not to, the Chipmunks' subversive antics
prepared kids for punk rock, and things got out of hand when Saturday Night Live invited punk kids to attend
a taping of the band Fear. Every aspect of the idiosyncratic history of rock and TV and their peculiar
relationship is covered, including cartoon rock, music programming for African American audiences, punk
on television, Michael Jackson's life on TV, and the tortured history of MTV and its progeny.
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From reader reviews:

John Frank:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for people. The book TV-a-Go-Go: Rock on TV from American Bandstand to American
Idol has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The publication TV-a-Go-Go: Rock on TV from American Bandstand to
American Idol is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all
the book TV-a-Go-Go: Rock on TV from American Bandstand to American Idol. You never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Johnny Rogowski:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline TV-a-Go-Go: Rock
on TV from American Bandstand to American Idol suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous
writer in this era. Often the book untitled TV-a-Go-Go: Rock on TV from American Bandstand to American
Idolis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Maranda Shoemaker:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
TV-a-Go-Go: Rock on TV from American Bandstand to American Idol.

Gloria White:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This TV-a-Go-Go: Rock on TV
from American Bandstand to American Idol can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?
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