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When George Washington bade farewell to his officers, he did so in New York's Fraunces Tavern. When
Andrew Jackson planned his defense of New Orleans against the British in 1815, he met Jean Lafitte in a
grog shop. And when John Wilkes Booth plotted with his accomplices to carry out an assassination, they
gathered in Surratt Tavern.

In America Walks into a Bar, Christine Sismondo recounts the rich and fascinating history of an institution
often reviled, yet always central to American life. She traces the tavern from England to New England,
showing how even the Puritans valued "a good Beere." With fast-paced narration and lively characters, she
carries the story through the twentieth century and beyond, from repeated struggles over licensing and
Sunday liquor sales, from the Whiskey Rebellion to the temperance movement, from attempts to ban
"treating" to Prohibition and repeal. As the cockpit of organized crime, politics, and everyday social life, the
bar has remained vital--and controversial--down to the present. In 2006, when the Hurricane Katrina
Emergency Tax Relief Act was passed, a rider excluded bars from applying for aid or tax breaks on the
grounds that they contributed nothing to the community. Sismondo proves otherwise: the bar has contributed
everything to the American story.

Now in paperback, Sismondo's heady cocktail of agile prose and telling anecdotes offers a resounding toast
to taprooms, taverns, saloons, speakeasies, and the local hangout where everybody knows your name.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

The book America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog
Shops make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make examining a book America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons,
Speakeasies and Grog Shops being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and
read a guide America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog
Shops. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Barry Upshaw:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops, you
could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Pinkerton:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically
the book that recommended to your account is America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and
Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes
this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Glenda Rogers:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited



History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops can be the response, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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