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Big business has been the lever of big change over time in American life, change in economy, society,
politics, and the envelope of existence--in work, mores, language, consciousness, and the pace and bite of
time. Such is the pattern revealed by this historical mosaic.
--From the Preface

Weaving historical source material with his own incisive analysis, Jack Beatty traces the rise of the
American corporation, from its beginnings in the 17th century through today, illustrating how it has come to
loom colossus-like over the economy, society, culture, and politics. Through an imaginative selection of
readings made up of historical and contemporary documents, opinion pieces, reportage, biographies,
company histories, and scenes from literature, all introduced and explicated by Beatty, Colossus makes a
convincing case that it is the American corporation that has been, for good and ill, the primary maker and
manager of change in modern America. In this anthology, readers are shown how a developing "business
civilization" has affected domestic life in America, how labor disputes have embodied a struggle between
freedom and fraternity, how corporate leaders have faced the recurring dilemma of balancing fiduciary with
social responsibility, and how Silicon Valley and Wall Street have come to dwarf Capitol Hill in
pervasiveness of influence. From the slave trade and the transcontinental railroad to the software giants and
the multimedia conglomerates, Colossus reveals how the corporation emerged as the foundation of
representative government in the United States, as the builder of the young nation's public works, as the
conqueror of American space, and as the inexhaustible engine of economic growth from the Civil War to
today. At the same time, Colossus gives perspective to the century-old debate over the corporation's place in
the good society.

A saga of freedom and domination, success and failure, creativity and conformity, entrepreneurship and
monopoly, high purpose and low practice, Colossus is a major historical achievement.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jules Thompson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America.

Evelyn Roberts:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Colossus:
How the Corporation Changed America? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Henry Perry:

This Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be
a successful person, why. The reason of this Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America can be one of
many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually
with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Jennifer Bell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America this publication consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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