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Compton, California, is often associated in the public mind with urban America's toughest problems,
including economic disinvestment, gang violence, and failing public schools. Before it became synonymous
with inner-city decay, however, Compton's affordability, proximity to manufacturing jobs, and location ten
miles outside downtown Los Angeles made it attractive to aspiring suburbanites seeking single-family homes
and quality schools. As Compton faced challenges in the twentieth century, and as the majority population
shifted from white to African American and then to Latino, the battle for control over the school district
became symbolic of Compton's economic, social, and political crises.

Death of a Suburban Dream explores the history of Compton from its founding in the late nineteenth century
to the present, taking on three critical issues—the history of race and educational equity, the relationship
between schools and place, and the complicated intersection of schooling and municipal economies—as they
shaped a Los Angeles suburb experiencing economic and demographic transformation. Emily E. Straus
carefully traces the roots of antagonism between two historically disenfranchised populations, blacks and
Latinos, as these groups resisted municipal power sharing within a context of scarcity. Using archival
research and oral histories, this complex narrative reveals how increasingly racialized poverty and violence
made Compton, like other inner-ring suburbs, resemble a troubled urban center. Ultimately, the book argues
that Compton's school crisis is not, at heart, a crisis of education; it is a long-term crisis of development.

Avoiding simplistic dichotomies between urban and suburban, Death of a Suburban Dream broadens our
understanding of the dynamics connecting residents and institutions of the suburbs, as well as the changing
ethnic and political landscape in metropolitan America.
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From reader reviews:

Rubye Carter:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Death of a Suburban Dream:
Race and Schools in Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern America)? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Thomas Paine:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Death of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in
Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern America) is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sarah Heath:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Death of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in
Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern America) as the daily resource information.

Clara Duke:

You may get this Death of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in Compton, California (Politics and
Culture in Modern America) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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