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In time for the 225th anniversary of the Bill of Rights, David Kyvig completed an Afterword to his landmark
study of the process of amending the US Constitution. The Afterword discusses the many amendments, such
those requiring a balanced federal budget or limiting the terms of members of Congress, that have been
proposed since the book was originally published and why they failed of passage. At a time when prominent
scholars and other public figures have called for a constitutional convention to write a new constitution,
arguing that our current system of governance is unsustainable Kyvig reminds us of the high hurdles the
founders created to amending the constitution and how they have served the country well, preventing the
amendment process from being used by one faction to serve the passions of the moment.

In his farewell address, President Washington reminded his audience that the Constitution, “till changed by
an explicit and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all.” He regarded the
Constitution as a binding document worthy of devout allegiance, but also believed that it contains a clear and
appropriate procedure for its own reform. David Kyvig's illuminating study provides the most complete and
insightful history of that amendment process and its fundamental importance for American political life

Over the course of the past two centuries, more than 10,000 amendments have been proposed by the method
stipulated in Article V of the Constitution. Amazingly, only 33 have garnered the required two-thirds
approval from both houses of Congress, and only 27 were ultimately ratified into law by the states. Despite
their small number, those amendments have revolutionized American government while simultaneously
legitimizing and preserving its continued existence. Indeed, they have dramatically altered the relationship
between state and federal authority, as well as between government and private citizens.

Kyvig reexamines the creation and operation of Article V, illuminating the process and substance of each
major successful and failed effort to change the formal structure, duties, and limits of the federal
government. He analyzes in detail the Founders’ intentions; the periods of great amendment activity during
the 1790s, 1860s, 1910s, and 1960s; and the considerable consequences of amendment failure involving
slavery, alcohol prohibition, child labor, New Deal programs, school prayer, equal rights for women,
abortion, balanced budgets, term limits, and flag desecration.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Flora:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Explicit and Authentic Acts:
Amending the U.S. Constitution 1776-2015 With a New Afterword will make you to be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Donna Bledsoe:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Explicit and Authentic
Acts: Amending the U.S. Constitution 1776-2015 With a New Afterword to read.

Paula Daniels:

Explicit and Authentic Acts: Amending the U.S. Constitution 1776-2015 With a New Afterword can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word
into delight arrangement in writing Explicit and Authentic Acts: Amending the U.S. Constitution 1776-2015
With a New Afterword although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial considering.

Ryan Fox:

You will get this Explicit and Authentic Acts: Amending the U.S. Constitution 1776-2015 With a New
Afterword by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble
if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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