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In the tumultuous years following the Civil War, violence and lawlessness plagued the state of Texas, often
overwhelming the ability of local law enforcement to maintain order. In response, Reconstruction-era
governor Edmund J. Davis created a statewide police force that could be mobilized whenever and wherever
local authorities were unable or unwilling to control lawlessness. During its three years (1870–1873) of
existence, however, the Texas State Police was reviled as an arm of the Radical Republican party and widely
condemned for being oppressive, arrogant, staffed with criminals and African Americans, and expensive to
maintain, as well as for enforcing the new and unpopular laws that protected the rights of freed slaves.

Drawing extensively on the wealth of previously untouched records in the Texas State Archives, as well as
other contemporary sources, Barry A. Crouch and Donaly E. Brice here offer the first major objective
assessment of the Texas State Police and its role in maintaining law and order in Reconstruction Texas.
Examining the activities of the force throughout its tenure and across the state, the authors find that the Texas
State Police actually did much to solve the problem of violence in a largely lawless state. While
acknowledging that much of the criticism the agency received was merited, the authors make a convincing
case that the state police performed many of the same duties that the Texas Rangers later assumed and
fulfilled the same need for a mobile, statewide law enforcement agency.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Bell:

The book The Governor's Hounds: The Texas State Police, 1870'Äì1873 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in
Texas History, Life, and Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The Governor's Hounds: The Texas
State Police, 1870'Äì1873 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Governor's Hounds: The Texas State
Police, 1870'Äì1873 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Ybarra:

The particular book The Governor's Hounds: The Texas State Police, 1870'Äì1873 (Jack and Doris Smothers
Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article
book.

Larry Mason:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Governor's
Hounds: The Texas State Police, 1870'Äì1873 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and
Culture) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you could pick The Governor's Hounds: The Texas State Police, 1870'Äì1873 (Jack and Doris Smothers
Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) become your starter.

Kendrick Mills:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book The Governor's Hounds: The Texas State Police, 1870'Äì1873 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series
in Texas History, Life, and Culture) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To



be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life by this book The Governor's Hounds: The Texas State Police,
1870'Äì1873 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture). You can more inviting
than now.
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