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''My aunt, listening to the Prime Minister's speech, remarked of "our greatest orator", "He's no speaker, is
he?"' -diary of teacher M.A. Pratt, 11 Nov. 1942.

The popular story of Churchill's war-time rhetoric is a simple one: the British people were energized and
inspired by his speeches, which were almost universally admired and played an important role in the ultimate
victory over Nazi Germany. Richard Toye now re-examines this accepted national story - and gives it a
radical new spin.

Using survey evidence and the diaries of ordinary people, he shows how reactions to Churchill's speeches at
the time were often very different from what we have always been led to expect. His first speeches as Prime
Minister in the dark days of 1940 were by no means universally acclaimed - indeed, many people thought
that he was drunk during his famous 'finest hour' broadcast - and there is little evidence that they made a
decisive difference to the British people's will to fight on.

In actual fact, as Toye shows, mass enthusiasm sat side-by-side with considerable criticism and dissent from
ordinary people. Yes, there were speeches that stimulated, invigorated, and excited many. But there were
also speeches which caused depression and disappointment in many others, and which sometimes led to
workplace or family arguments. Yet this more complex reality has been consistently obscured from the
historical record by the overwhelming power of a treasured national myth.

The first systematic, archive based examination of Churchill's World War II rhetoric as a whole, The Roar of
the Lion considers his oratory not merely as a series of 'great speeches', but as calculated political
interventions which had diplomatic repercussions far beyond the effect on the morale of listeners in Britain.
Considering his failures as well as his successes, the book moves beyond the purely celebratory tone of much
of the existing literature. It offers new insight into how the
speeches were written and delivered - and shows how Churchill's words were received at home, amongst
allies and neutrals, and within enemy and occupied countries.

This is the essential book on Churchill's war-time speeches. It presents us with a dramatically new take on
the politics of the 1940s - one that will change the way we think about Churchill's oratory forever.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Huffman:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Roar of the Lion:
The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II Speeches. All type of book can you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Gerri Pettit:

This The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II Speeches book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II
Speeches without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II Speeches can
bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's
World War II Speeches having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Lawrence Woods:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II
Speeches as your daily resource information.

Anthony Koch:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. The Roar of the Lion: The Untold Story of Churchill's World War II Speeches can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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