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Operation Idris provides the unofficial story behind the British Administration’s cultivation of Sayyid
Mohammed Idris as the figurehead for their project of indirect rule in Cyrenaica.

Operation Idris looks beneath the veneer of the British administration of eastern Libya (Cyrenaica) from the
time that Rommel’s Africa Korps was driven out of North Africa by the Allied forces. Drawing on the
diaries and memoir of his father, who served in the administration, Richard Synge provides the essential
detail of Britain’s overall political strategy for the territory, which prioritised promoting the interests of the
Sanussi brotherhood and its leader, Sayyid Mohammed Idris.

Jason Pack’s Foreword provides useful historical context on the Anglo-Sanussi relationship, which was
central to the British plan for indirect rule in Cyrenaica. The evidence presented here shows that pre-war
British preconceptions were not shared by all of its own administrators. However, the strategic interest was
so strong that even when the post-war negotiations over the future of Libya became stalled, Britain ensured
the triumphant permanent return of Idris from exile in 1947 and encouraged and underwrote his unilateral
declaration of Cyrenaican independence in 1949. These were the first steps to Idris being accepted as ruler of
independent Libya in 1951.

The British Military Administration (BMA) in Cyrenaica was a period of transition, an interregnum, between
the pre-war Italian colonisation and the United Nations-sponsored independence for the whole of Libya. This
account of British efforts to steer events at a time of profound upheaval throughout the Middle East is replete
with invaluable new insights into the wider political and social phenomena of the BMA.

The files of the War Office and the Foreign Office serve to corroborate the overall story, but this book
provides fresh angles on many of its dramas.

Locational maps and many previously unpublished photographs enhance the sense of immediacy.
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From reader reviews:

John Beaulieu:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Operation Idris: Inside the British Administration
of Cyrenaica and Libya, 1942-52 will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?

David Hoag:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book Operation Idris: Inside the British
Administration of Cyrenaica and Libya, 1942-52 was making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Operation Idris: Inside
the British Administration of Cyrenaica and Libya, 1942-52 is not only giving you more new information but
also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try
to make relationship together with the book Operation Idris: Inside the British Administration of Cyrenaica
and Libya, 1942-52. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Judy Finley:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is Operation Idris: Inside the British Administration of Cyrenaica and Libya, 1942-52.

Darlene Kidd:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Operation Idris: Inside the British Administration of Cyrenaica and Libya, 1942-52 offer you a
new experience in studying a book.
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