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Congress is the first branch of government in the American system, write Thomas E. Mann and Norman J.
Ornstein, but now it is a broken branch, damaged by partisan bickering and internal rancor. The Broken
Branch offers both a brilliant diagnosis of the cause of Congressional decline and a much-needed blueprint
for change, from two experts who understand politics and revere our institutions, but believe that Congress
has become deeply dysfunctional.
Mann and Ornstein, two of the nations most renowned and judicious scholars of government and politics,
bring to light the historical roots of Congress's current maladies, examining 40 years of uninterrupted
Democratic control of the House and the stunning midterm election victory of 1994 that propelled
Republicans into the majority in both House and Senate. The byproduct of that long and grueling but
ultimately successful Republican campaign, the authors reveal, was a weakened institution bitterly divided
between the parties. They highlight the dramatic shift in Congress from a highly decentralized, committee-
based institution into a much more regimented one in which party increasingly trumps committee. The
resultant changes in the policy process--the demise of regular order, the decline of deliberation, and the
weakening of our system of checks and balances--have all compromised the role of Congress in the
American Constitutional system. Indeed, Speaker Dennis Hastert has unabashedly stated that his primary
responsibility is to pass the president's legislative program--identifying himself more as a lieutenant of the
president than a steward of the house. From tax cuts to the war against Saddam Hussein to a Medicare
prescription drug benefit, the legislative process has been bent to serve immediate presidential interests and
have often resulted in poorly crafted and stealthily passed laws. Strong majority leadership in Congress, the
authors conclude, led not to a vigorous exertion of congressional authority but to a general passivity in the
face of executive power.
A vivid portrait of an institution that has fallen far from the aspirations of our Founding Fathers, The Broken
Branch highlights the costs of a malfunctioning Congress to national policymaking, and outlines what must
be done to repair the damage.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

The book The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track
(Institutions of American Democracy Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing
America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of American Democracy Series) to be your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a book The Broken Branch: How
Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of American Democracy Series).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Tammy Ely:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Broken Branch:
How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of American Democracy
Series) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled
The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of
American Democracy Series)is the main of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever
know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Donald Scott:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of
American Democracy Series) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The The
Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (Institutions of
American Democracy Series) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



William Ochoa:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track
(Institutions of American Democracy Series) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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