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American cities entered a new phase when, beginning in the 1950s, artists and developers looked upon a
decaying industrial zone in Lower Manhattan and saw, not blight, but opportunity: cheap rents, lax
regulation, and wide open spaces. Thus, SoHo was born. From 1960 to 1980, residents transformed the
industrial neighborhood into an artist district, creating the conditions under which it evolved into an upper-
income, gentrified area. Introducing the idea—still potent in city planning today—that art could be harnessed
to drive municipal prosperity, SoHo was the forerunner of gentrified districts in cities nationwide, spawning
the notion of the creative class.

In The Lofts of SoHo, Aaron Shkuda studies the transition of the district from industrial space to artists’
enclave to affluent residential area, focusing on the legacy of urban renewal in and around SoHo and the
growth of artist-led redevelopment. Shkuda explores conflicts between residents and property owners and
analyzes the city’s embrace of the once-illegal loft conversion as an urban development strategy. As Shkuda
explains, artists eventually lost control of SoHo’s development, but over several decades they nonetheless
forced scholars, policymakers, and the general public to take them seriously as critical actors in the
twentieth-century American city.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Lofts of SoHo:
Gentrification, Art, and Industry in New York, 1950-1980 (Historical Studies of Urban America) book as
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Lawrence Sawyer:

The book with title The Lofts of SoHo: Gentrification, Art, and Industry in New York, 1950-1980 (Historical
Studies of Urban America) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

William Keller:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book The Lofts of SoHo: Gentrification, Art, and Industry in New York, 1950-1980 (Historical Studies of
Urban America). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Terry Myers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning
something by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
actually The Lofts of SoHo: Gentrification, Art, and Industry in New York, 1950-1980 (Historical Studies of
Urban America).
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