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This book provides an account and analysis of the history of the Bow Street Runners, precursors of today's
police force. Through a detailed analysis of a wide range of both qualitative and quantitative research data,
this book provides a fresh insight into their history, arguing that the use of Bow Street personnel in
provincially instigated cases was much more common than has been assumed by many historians. It also
demonstrates that the range of activities carried out by Bow Street personnel whilst employed on such cases
was far more complex than can be gleaned from the majority of books and articles concerning early
nineteenth-century provincial policing, which often do little more than touch on the role of Bow Street. By
describing the various roles and activities of the Bow Street Principal Officers with specific regard to cases
originating in the provinces it also places them firmly within the wider contexts of provincial law-
enforcement and policing history.

The book investigates the types of case in which the 'Runners' were involved, who employed them and why,
how they operated, including their interaction with local law-enforcement bodies, and how they were
perceived by those who utilized their services. It also discusses the legacy of the Principal Officers with
regard to subsequent developments within policing. Bow Street Police Office and its personnel have long
been regarded by many historians as little more than a discrete and often inconsequential footnote to the
history of policing, leading to a partial and incomplete understanding of their work. This viewpoint is
challenged in this book, which argues that in several ways the utilization of Principal Officers in provincially
instigated cases paved the way for important subsequent developments in policing, especially with regard to
detective practices. It is also the first work to provide a clear distinction between the Principal Officers and
their less senior colleagues.
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From reader reviews:

Shawna Vaughn:

In other case, little folks like to read book A Certain Share of Low Cunning: A History of the Bow Street
Runners, 1792-1839. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important a new book A Certain Share of Low Cunning: A History of the Bow Street Runners, 1792-
1839. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a
book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Samual Larkin:

Here thing why this A Certain Share of Low Cunning: A History of the Bow Street Runners, 1792-1839 are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. A Certain Share of Low Cunning: A History
of the Bow Street Runners, 1792-1839 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no publication that similar with A Certain Share of Low Cunning: A History of
the Bow Street Runners, 1792-1839. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Certain Share of Low Cunning: A History of the Bow
Street Runners, 1792-1839 in e-book can be your option.

Carlos Lauzon:

A Certain Share of Low Cunning: A History of the Bow Street Runners, 1792-1839 can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing A Certain Share of Low Cunning: A History of the Bow Street Runners,
1792-1839 yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial pondering.

Judy Marinez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update
of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From



media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the A Certain Share of Low Cunning: A History of the Bow Street Runners, 1792-1839
when you essential it?
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