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Although historians frequently use memoirs as source material, too often they confine such usage to the
anecdotal, and there is little methodological literature regarding the genre’s possibilities and limitations. This
study articulates an approach to using memoirs as instruments of historical understanding. Jennifer Jensen
Wallach applies these principles to a body of memoirs about life in the American South during Jim Crow
segregation, including works by Zora Neale Hurston, Willie Morris, Lillian Smith, Henry Louis Gates Jr.,
William Alexander Percy, and Richard Wright.

Wallach argues that the field of autobiography studies, which is currently dominated by literary critics, needs
a new theoretical framework that allows historians, too, to benefit from the interpretation of life writing. Her
most provocative claim is that, due to the aesthetic power of literary language, skilled creative writers are
uniquely positioned to capture the complexities of another time and another place. Through techniques such
as metaphor and irony, memoirists collectively give their readers an empathetic understanding of life during
the era of segregation. Although these reminiscences bear certain similarities, it becomes clear that the South
as it was remembered by each is hardly the same place.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hay:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book "Closer to
the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow. All type of book could you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

John Morris:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and
Jim Crow was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book "Closer to the Truth Than
Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow. You never experience lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Clarice Stephens:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact":
Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sherry Holsey:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the "Closer to the Truth Than Any Fact": Memoir, Memory, and Jim Crow when you necessary it?
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