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Gesturing is such an integral yet unconscious part of communication that we are mostly oblivious to it. But if
you observe anyone in conversation, you are likely to see his or her fingers, hands, and arms in some form of
spontaneous motion. Why? David McNeill, a pioneer in the ongoing study of the relationship between
gesture and language, set about answering this question over twenty-five years ago. In Gesture and Thought
he brings together years of this research, arguing that gesturing, an act which has been popularly understood
as an accessory to speech, is actually a dialectical component of language.

Gesture and Thought expands on McNeill’s acclaimed classic Hand and Mind. While that earlier work
demonstrated what gestures reveal about thought, here gestures are shown to be active participants in both
speaking and thinking. Expanding on an approach introduced by Lev Vygotsky in the 1930s, McNeill posits
that gestures are key ingredients in an “imagery-language dialectic” that fuels both speech and thought.
Gestures are both the “imagery” and components of “language.” The smallest element of this dialectic is the
“growth point,” a snapshot of an utterance at its beginning psychological stage. Utilizing several innovative
experiments he created and administered with subjects spanning several different age, gender, and language
groups, McNeill shows how growth points organize themselves into utterances and extend to discourse at the
moment of speaking.

An ambitious project in the ongoing study of the relationship of human communication and thought, Gesture
and Thought is a work of such consequence that it will influence all subsequent theory on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

This book untitled Gesture and Thought to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this reserve from your list.

Ray Chung:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Gesture and Thought can be great book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Tracy Brown:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Gesture and Thought is simple bringing
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Dorcas Rogers:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top checklist in
your reading list is definitely Gesture and Thought. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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