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Gabriel Richardson Lear presents a bold new approach to one of the enduring debates about Aristotle's
Nicomachean Ethics: the controversy about whether it coherently argues that the best life for humans is one
devoted to a single activity, namely philosophical contemplation. Many scholars oppose this reading because
the bulk of the Ethics is devoted to various moral virtues--courage and generosity, for example--that are not
in any obvious way either manifestations of philosophical contemplation or subordinated to it. They argue
that Aristotle was inconsistent, and that we should not try to read the entire Ethics as an attempt to flesh out
the notion that the best life aims at the "monistic good" of contemplation.

In defending the unity and coherence of the Ethics, Lear argues that, in Aristotle's view, we may act for the
sake of an end not just by instrumentally bringing it about but also by approximating it. She then argues that,
for Aristotle, the excellent rational activity of moral virtue is an approximation of theoretical contemplation.

Thus, the happiest person chooses moral virtue as an approximation of contemplation in practical life.
Richardson Lear bolsters this interpretation by examining three moral virtues--courage, temperance, and
greatness of soul--and the way they are fine. Elegantly written and rigorously argued, this is a major
contribution to our understanding of a central issue in Aristotle's moral philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Manning:

The book Happy Lives and the Highest Good: An Essay on Aristotle's "Nicomachean Ethics" give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Happy Lives and the Highest Good: An Essay on Aristotle's "Nicomachean Ethics" to be
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide Happy Lives and
the Highest Good: An Essay on Aristotle's "Nicomachean Ethics". Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Sandra Lester:

This book untitled Happy Lives and the Highest Good: An Essay on Aristotle's "Nicomachean Ethics" to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it
via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Kent Brown:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Happy
Lives and the Highest Good: An Essay on Aristotle's "Nicomachean Ethics" the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Happy Lives and the Highest Good: An Essay on Aristotle's
"Nicomachean Ethics" giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Sally Canady:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is Happy Lives and the Highest Good: An Essay on Aristotle's "Nicomachean
Ethics". This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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