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Independence Hall is a place Americans think they know well. Within its walls the Continental Congress
declared independence in 1776, and in 1787 the Founding Fathers drafted the U.S. Constitution there.
Painstakingly restored to evoke these momentous events, the building appears to have passed through time
unscathed, from the heady days of the American Revolution to today. But Independence Hall is more than a
symbol of the young nation. Beyond this, according to Charlene Mires, it has a long and varied history of
changing uses in an urban environment, almost all of which have been forgotten.

In Independence Hall, Mires rediscovers and chronicles the lost history of Independence Hall, in the process
exploring the shifting perceptions of this most important building in America's popular imagination.
According to Mires, the significance of Independence Hall cannot be fully appreciated without assessing the
full range of political, cultural, and social history that has swirled about it for nearly three centuries. During
its existence, it has functioned as a civic and cultural center, a political arena and courtroom, and a magnet
for public celebrations and demonstrations. Artists such as Thomas Sully frequented Independence Square
when Philadelphia served as the nation's capital during the 1790s, and portraitist Charles Willson Peale
merged the arts, sciences, and public interest when he transformed a portion of the hall into a center for
natural science in 1802.

In the 1850s, hearings for accused fugitive slaves who faced the loss of freedom were held, ironically, in this
famous birthplace of American independence. Over the years Philadelphians have used the old state house
and its public square in a multitude of ways that have transformed it into an arena of conflict: labor
grievances have echoed regularly in Independence Square since the 1830s, while civil rights protesters
exercised their right to free speech in the turbulent 1960s. As much as the Founding Fathers, these people
and events illuminate the building's significance as a cultural symbol.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Independence Hall in
American Memory. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Latosha Page:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Independence Hall in American Memory
is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Michelle Han:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Independence Hall in American Memory. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Richard McCormick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Independence
Hall in American Memory.
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