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A Classroom-Tested, Alternative Approach to Teaching Math for Liberal Arts

Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An Introduction to Mathematical Thinking uses puzzles and
paradoxes to introduce basic principles of mathematical thought. The text is designed for students in liberal
arts mathematics courses. Decision-making situations that progress from recreational problems to important
contemporary applications develop the critical-thinking skills of non-science and non-technical majors.

The logical underpinnings of this textbook were developed and refined throughout many years of classroom
feedback and in response to commentary from presentations at national conferences. The text’s five units
focus on graphs, logic, probability, voting, and cryptography. The authors also cover related areas, such as
operations research, game theory, number theory, combinatorics, statistics, and circuit design.

The text uses a core set of common representations, strategies, and algorithms to analyze diverse games,
puzzles, and applications. This unified treatment logically connects the topics with a recurring set of solution
approaches.

Requiring no mathematical prerequisites, this book helps students explore creative mathematical thinking
and enhance their own critical-thinking skills. Students will acquire quantitative literacy and appreciation of
mathematics through the text’s unified approach and wide range of interesting applications.
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From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An
Introduction to Mathematical Thinking. Try to make book Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An
Introduction to Mathematical Thinking as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Melanie Roberts:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Puzzles, Paradoxes,
and Problem Solving: An Introduction to Mathematical Thinking book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Peter Robey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving:
An Introduction to Mathematical Thinking book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Puzzles,
Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An Introduction to Mathematical Thinking as good book not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its include,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Merlin Doyle:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Puzzles, Paradoxes, and Problem Solving: An Introduction to
Mathematical Thinking can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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