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In The Lessons of Terror, novelist and military historian Caleb Carr examines terrorism throughout history
and the roots of our present crisis and reaches a provocative set of conclusions: the practice of targeting
enemy civilians is as old as warfare itself; it has always failed as a military and political tactic; and despite
the dramatic increases in its scope and range of weapons, it will continue to fail in the future.

International terrorism—the victimization of unarmed civilians in an attempt to affect their support for the
government that leads them—is a phrase with which Americans have become all too familiar recently. Yet
while at first glance terrorism seems a relatively modern phenomenon, Carr illustrates that it has been a
constant of military history. In ancient times, warring armies raped and slaughtered civilians and gratuitously
destroyed property, homes, and cities; in the Middle Ages, evangelical Muslims and Christian crusaders
spread their faiths by the sword; and in the early modern era, such celebrated kings as Louis XIV revealed a
taste for victimizing noncombatants for political purposes.

It was during the Civil War that Americans themselves first engaged in “total war,” the most egregious of the
many euphemisms for the tactics of terror. Under the leadership of such generals as Stonewall Jackson, the
forces of the South tried to systematize this horrifying practice; but it fell to a Union general, William
Tecumseh Sherman, to achieve that dubious goal. Carr recounts Sherman’s declaration of war on every man,
woman, and child in the South—a policy that he himself knew was badly flawed, had nothing to do with his
military successes (indeed, it hampered them), and brought long-term unrest to the American South by
giving birth to the Ku Klux Klan.

Carr’s exploration of terror reveals its consistently self-defeating nature. Far from prompting submission,
Carr argues, terrorism stiffens enemy resolve: for this reason above all, terrorism has never achieved—nor
will it ever achieve—long-term success, however physically destructive and psychologically debilitating it
may become. With commanding authority and the storyteller’s gift for which he is renowned, Caleb Carr
provides a critical historical context for understanding terrorist acts today, arguing that terrorism will be
eradicated only when it is perceived as a tactic that brings nothing save defeat to its agents.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Barrentine:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians:
Why It Has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The
Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It Has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail
Again is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book The
Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It Has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail
Again. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Fanny Rutledge:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Lessons of Terror: A History of
Warfare Against Civilians: Why It Has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again book because this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Derick Heinz:

The e-book with title The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It Has Always
Failed and Why It Will Fail Again includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Amy Quist:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare
Against Civilians: Why It Has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again or others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Lessons of Terror: A



History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It Has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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