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When Abraham Lincoln addressed the crowd at the new national cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on
November 19, 1863, he intended his speech to be his most eloquent statement on the inextricable link
between equality and democracy. However, unwilling to commit to equality at that time, the nation stood ill-
prepared to accept the full message of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. In the ensuing century, groups wishing
to advance a particular position hijacked Lincoln’s words for their own ends, highlighting the specific parts
of the speech that echoed their stance while ignoring the rest. Only as the nation slowly moved toward
equality did those invoking Lincoln’s speech come closer to recovering his true purpose. In this incisive
work, Jared Peatman seeks to understand Lincoln’s intentions at Gettysburg and how his words were
received, invoked, and interpreted over time, providing a timely and insightful analysis of one of America’s
most legendary orations.

After reviewing the events leading up to November 19, 1863, Peatman examines immediate responses to the
ceremony in New York, Gettysburg itself, Confederate Richmond, and London, showing how parochial
concerns and political affiliations shaped initial coverage of the day and led to the censoring of Lincoln’s
words in some locales.  He then traces how, over time, proponents of certain ideals invoked the particular
parts of the address that suited their message, from reunification early in the twentieth century to American
democracy and patriotism during the world wars and, finally, to Lincoln’s full intended message of equality
during the Civil War centennial commemorations and the civil rights movement of the 1960s. Peatman also
explores foreign invocations of the Gettysburg Address and its influence on both the Chinese constitution of
1912 and the current French constitution. An epilogue highlights recent and even current applications of the
Gettysburg Address and hints at ways the speech might be used in the future.

By tracing the evolution of Lincoln’s brief words at a cemetery dedication into a revered document essential
to American national identity, this revealing work provides fresh insight into the enduring legacy of
Abraham Lincoln and his Gettysburg Address on American history and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Grant:

This The Long Shadow of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The Long Shadow of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address without we
realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry The Long Shadow of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address can bring once you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This The Long Shadow of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address having excellent arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Omar Stewart:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Long Shadow of Lincoln's
Gettysburg Address is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Donna Davis:

The feeling that you get from The Long Shadow of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Long Shadow of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Long
Shadow of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address instantly.

Angel Martinez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book The Long Shadow of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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