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From one of the foremost poets in contemporary Japan comes this entrancing memoir that traces a boy’s
childhood and its intersection with the rise of the Japanese empire and World War II. Originally published in
1970, this translation is the first available in English.

In twelve chapters that visit and revisit critical points in his boyhood, Twelve Views from the Distance
presents a vanished time and place through the eyes of an accomplished poet. Recounting memories from his
youth, Mutsuo Takahashi captures the full range of his internal life as a boy, shifting between his experiences
and descriptions of childhood friendships, games, songs, and school. With great candor, he also discusses the
budding awareness of his sexual preference for men, providing a rich exploration of one man’s early queer
life in a place where modern, Western-influenced models of gay identity were still unknown.

Growing up poor in rural southwestern Japan, far from the urban life that many of his contemporaries have
written about, Takahashi experienced a reality rarely portrayed in literature. In addition to his personal
remembrances, the book paints a vivid portrait of rural Japan, full of oral tradition, superstition, and
remnants of customs that have quickly disappeared in postwar Japan. With profuse local color and detail, he
re-creates the lost world that was the setting for his beginnings as a gay man and poet.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Twelve
Views from the Distance is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

David Johnston:

The reserve with title Twelve Views from the Distance includes a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be
aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Erick Graf:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Twelve Views from the Distance it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Donnie Ned:

Precisely why? Because this Twelve Views from the Distance is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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