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"A day, an hour, of virtuous liberty is worth a whole eternity in bondage."
-Joseph Addison, Cato 1713

Joseph Addison was born in 1672 in Milston, Wiltshire, England. Hewas educated in the classics at Oxford
and became widely known as anessayist, playwright, poet, and statesman. First produced in 1713, Cato,A
Tragedy inspired generations toward a pursuit of liberty. Liberty Fund’snew edition of Cato: A Tragedy, and
Selected Essays brings togetherAddison’s dramatic masterpiece along with a selection of his essays
thatdevelop key themes in the play.

Cato, A Tragedy is the account of the final hours of Marcus PorciusCato (95–46 B.C.), a Stoic whose deeds,
rhetoric, and resistance to thetyranny of Caesar made him an icon of republicanism, virtue, and liberty.By all
accounts, Cato was an uncompromisingly principled man, deeplycommitted to liberty. He opposed Caesar’s
tyrannical assertion of powerand took arms against him. As Caesar’s forces closed in on Cato, he choseto
take his life, preferring death by his own hand to a life of submissionto Caesar.

Addison’s theatrical depiction of Cato enlivened the glorious image of acitizen ready to sacrifice everything
in the cause of freedom, and it influencedfriends of liberty on both sides of the Atlantic. Captain
NathanHale’s last words before being hanged were, “I only regret that I have butone life to lose for my
country,” a close paraphrase of Addison’s “What pityis it that we can die but once to serve our country!”
George Washingtonfound Cato such a powerful statement of liberty, honor, virtue, and patriotismthat he had
it performed for his men at Valley Forge. And ForrestMcDonald says in his Foreword that “Patrick Henry
adapted his famous‘Give me liberty or give me death’ speech directly from lines in Cato.”

Despite Cato’s enormous success, Addison was perhaps best-known asan essayist. In periodicals like the
Spectator, Guardian, Tatler, and Freeholder,he sought to educate England’s developing middle class in the
habits,morals, and manners he believed necessary for the preservation of a freesociety. Addison’s work in
these periodicals helped to define the modernEnglish essay form. Samuel Johnson said of his writing,
“Whoever wishesto attain an English style, familiar but not coarse, and elegant but notostentatious, must
give his days and nights to the study of Addison.”

Christine Dunn Henderson is a Senior Fellow at Liberty Fund. Prior to joining Liberty Fund in 2000, she
was assistant professor of political science at Marshall University.

Mark E. Yellin, also a Fellow at Liberty Fund, received his Ph.D. fromRutgers University, has taught at
North Carolina State University, and editedDouglass Adair’s Intellectual Origins of Jeffersonian Democracy.
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From reader reviews:

John McCord:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Cato: A
Tragedy and Selected Essays? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
other opinion?

Ronald Moffatt:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Cato: A Tragedy and Selected
Essays that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Cato: A Tragedy and Selected Essays become your own personal
starter.

Rocio Linville:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Cato: A Tragedy and Selected Essays we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Cato: A Tragedy and Selected
Essays. You can more appealing than now.

Amy Petersen:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Cato: A Tragedy and Selected Essays to make
your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
Cato: A Tragedy and Selected Essays can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of these time.
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