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From New Yorker staff writer and bestselling author Jeffrey Toobin, the definitive account of the
kidnapping and trial that defined an insane era in American history
 
On February 4, 1974, Patty Hearst, a senior in college and heiress to the Hearst family fortune, was
kidnapped by a ragtag group of self-styled revolutionaries calling itself the Symbionese Liberation Army.
The already sensational story took the first of many incredible twists on April 3, when the group released a
tape of Patty saying she had joined the SLA and had adopted the nom de guerre "Tania."
The weird turns of the tale are truly astonishing -- the Hearst family trying to secure Patty's release by
feeding all the people of Oakland and San Francisco for free; the photographs capturing "Tania" wielding a
machine gun during a bank robbery; a cast of characters including everyone from Bill Walton to the Black
Panthers to Ronald Reagan to F. Lee Bailey; the largest police shoot-out in American history; the first
breaking news event to be broadcast live on television stations across the country; Patty's year on the lam,
running from authorities; and her circuslike trial, filled with theatrical  courtroom confrontations and a
dramatic last-minute reversal, after which the phrase "Stockholm syndrome" entered the lexicon. 
The saga of Patty Hearst highlighted a decade in which America seemed to be suffering a collective nervous
breakdown. Based on more than a hundred interviews and thousands of previously secret documents,
American Heiress thrillingly recounts the craziness of the times (there were an average of 1500 terrorist
bombings a year in the early 1970s). Toobin portrays the lunacy of the half-baked radicals of the SLA and
the toxic mix of sex, politics, and violence that swept up Patty Hearst; and recreates her melodramatic trial.
American Heiress examines the life of a young woman who suffered an unimaginable trauma and then made
the stunning decision to join her captors' crusade.  
Or did she?

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Mueller:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst, you are able to tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Sophia Hartman:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst.

Timothy Quintero:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the
Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst giving you another experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Marilyn Fox:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be learn. American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of
Patty Hearst can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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