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Does the fact that everything has a cause imply that all events are causally determined? Drawing on
discussions from the history of philosophy, John Burbidge's Cause for Thought captures the diverse
dynamics found in physics, chemistry, biology, animal psychology, and rational action. At each level, forms
of activity emerge that cannot be reduced to the functioning of simpler, more elementary components.

By exploring the logic of what happens when two causal conditions reciprocally interact, Burbidge develops
a concept of complex cause in which an agent generates effects not simply because of the action of its
constituent components, but also because of the way those components mutually supplement and reinforce
one another. By extending this to the interaction of agents with their environment, Burbidge throws light on
the structure of organisms, on the distinctive contributions of consciousness and rationality, and on the quest
for a comprehensive explanation of the cosmos.

Recovering the force and legitimacy of metaphysical inquiry by focusing on the concept of cause and
causality, Cause for Thought offers a new way of understanding natural processes, the role of consciousness
and free will, and the significance of rational explanation.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Swafford:

The book Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Cause for Thought:
An Essay in Metaphysics to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up
and read a e-book Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Margaret Cardwell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is very advantages for you. The guide Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics is not only giving you
a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Cause for Thought: An Essay in
Metaphysics. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lisa Knight:

The reserve with title Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics has a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jose Weitzman:

Beside this specific Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community.
It is good thing to have Cause for Thought: An Essay in Metaphysics because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this
point!
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