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This is a story of ever-expanding presidential powers in an age of unwinnable wars. Harry Truman and
Korea, Lyndon Johnson and Vietnam, George W. Bush and Iraq: three presidents, three ever broader
interpretations of the commander in chief clause of the Constitution, three unwinnable wars, and three
presidential secrets. Award-winning presidential biographer and military historian Geoffrey Perret places
these men and events in the larger context of the post-World War II world to establish their collective legacy:
a presidency so powerful it undermines the checks and balances built into the Constitution, thereby creating a
permanent threat to the Constitution itself.

In choosing to fight in Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq, Truman, Johnson, and Bush alike took counsel of their
fears, ignored the advice of the professional military and major allies, and were influenced by facts kept from
public view. Convinced that an ever-more powerful commander in chief was the key to victory, they misread
the moment. Since World War II wars have become tests of stamina rather than strength, and more likely
than not they sow the seeds of future wars. Yet recent American presidents have chosen to place their
country in the forefront of fighting them. In the course of doing so, however, they gave away the secret of
American power—for all its might, the United States can be defeated by chaos and anarchy.
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From reader reviews:

William Mayer:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Commander in Chief: How
Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future, you could enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Mildred Smith:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Commander in Chief: How Truman,
Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Commander in Chief:
How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future become
your own personal starter.

Kathi Adamo:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and
Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future can give you a lot of good friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a
Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future.

David McMillian:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying



to find the Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat
to America's Future when you desired it?
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