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Marcel Schwob (1867-1905) was one of the key symbolist writers, standing in French literature alongside
such names as Stephane Mallarme, Octave Mirbeau, Andre Gide, Leon Bloy, Jules Renard, Remy de
Gourmont, and Alfred Jarry. His best-known works are Double Heart (1891), The King In The Gold Mask
(1892), and Imaginary Lives (1896). Imaginary Lives contains twenty-two mythopoeic literary portraits of
figures from ancient history, art history, and the history of crime and punishment. From demi-gods,
sorcerers, incendiaries, wantons and philosophers of the ancient world, to the "poet of hate" Cecco Angiolieri
and the painter Paolo Uccello, through to the pirates William Kidd and Major Stede-Bonnet, and finally
Burke and Hare, the serial killers; Schwob presents a vivid array of characters who display all that is
macabre, deviant and magnificently terrifying in human beings and in life. In Imaginary Lives, Schwob has
created a "secret" masterpiece that joins other biographical glossaries such as Jorge Luis Borges' A Universal
History Of Infamy and Alfonso Reyes' Real And Imagined Portraits in the pantheon of classic speculative
fiction, of which Schwob's book is the dark progenitor. Livid with decadent imagery, Imaginary Lives
resonates loudly today with its themes of temporality, myth, violence and sexuality, and stands as a major
work of the fin-de-siÃ¨cle.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Hopkins:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Imaginary LIves. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Imaginary LIves. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Paul Blum:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Imaginary LIves book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease
the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Imaginary LIves content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material
but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Imaginary LIves is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Bernice Martinez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Imaginary LIves guide written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question Imaginary LIves as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Robin Bone:

This Imaginary LIves is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately
using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Imaginary LIves in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that will?
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