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Since the days of silent films, music has been integral to the cinematic experience, serving, variously, to
allay audiences' fears of the dark and to heighten a film's emotional impact. Yet viewers are often unaware of
its presence. In this bold, insightful book, film and music scholar and critic Royal S. Brown invites readers
not only to "hear" the film score, but to understand it in relation to what they "see."

Unlike earlier books, which offered historical, technical, and sociopolitical analyses, Overtones and
Undertones draws on film, music, and narrative theory to provide the first comprehensive aesthetics of film
music. Focusing on how the film/score interaction influences our response to cinematic situations, Brown
traces the history of film music from its beginnings, covering both American and European cinema. At the
heart of his book are close readings of several of the best film/score interactions, including Psycho, Laura,
The Sea Hawk, Double Indemnity, and Pierrot le Fou. In revealing interviews with Bernard Herrmann,
Miklós Rósza, Henry Mancini, and others, Brown also allows the composers to speak for themselves. A
complete discography and bibliography conclude the volume.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Elder:

The experience that you get from Overtones and Undertones: Reading Film Music will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Overtones and Undertones: Reading Film Music giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Overtones and Undertones: Reading
Film Music instantly.

Jerry Osbourne:

The publication with title Overtones and Undertones: Reading Film Music has a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Ruth Williams:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Overtones and Undertones: Reading Film Music the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just
before. The Overtones and Undertones: Reading Film Music giving you another experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Rosemary Lafleur:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book Overtones and Undertones: Reading Film Music we can get more advantage. Don't you
to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Overtones and
Undertones: Reading Film Music. You can more desirable than now.
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