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Drawing on the results of his own scholarly research as well as that of others the author offers, for the first
time, a comprehensive and documented history of theories of the atom from Democritus to the twentieth
century. This is not history for its own sake. By critically reflecting on the various versions of atomic
theories of the past the author is able to grapple with the question of what sets scientific knowledge apart
from other kinds of knowledge, philosophical knowledge in particular. He thereby engages historically with
issues concerning the nature and status of scientific knowledge that were dealt with in a more abstract way in
his What Is This Thing Called Science?, a book that has been a standard text in philosophy of science for
three decades and which is available in nineteen languages. Speculations about the fundamental structure of
matter from Democritus to the seventeenth-century mechanical philosophers and beyond are construed as
categorically distinct from atomic theories amenable to experimental investigation and support and as
contributing little to the latter from a historical point of view. The thesis will provoke historians and
philosophers of science alike and will require a revision of a range of standard views in the history of science
and philosophy. The book is key reading for students and scholars in History and Philosophy of Science and
will be instructive for and provide a challenge to philosophers, historians and scientists more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Caudle:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston
Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science).

Pamela Cole:

The reason? Because this The Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the
Philosophy and History of Science) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap
this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Cherry Simard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's
Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) book written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still uncertainty The Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in
the Philosophy and History of Science) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one
book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Joseph Davis:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have
that. What you are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books.
One of the books in the top collection in your reading list is The Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's
Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science). This book that is qualified as The



Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you
can get many advantages.
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