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German constitutionalism has gained a central place in the global comparative debate, but what underpins it
remains imperfectly understood. Its distinctive understanding of the rule of law and the widespread support
for its powerful Constitutional Court are typically explains in one of two ways: either as a story of change in
a reaction to National Socialism or as the continuation of an older nineteenth-century line of constitutional
thought that emphasizes the
function of constitutional law as a constraint on state power. But while both narratives account for some
important features, their explanatory value is ultimately overrated.

This book adopts a broader comparative perspective to understand the rise of the German Constitutional
Court. It interprets the particular features of German constitutional jurisprudence and the Court's strength as
a reconciliation of two different legal paradigms: first, a hierarchical legal culture as described by Mirjan
Damaska, building on Max Weber, as opposed to a more co-ordinated understanding of legal authority such
as prevails in the United States and secondly, a more recent paradigm
of transformative constitutionalism, which is most often associated with countries like South Africa and
India.

Using post-war legal history and sociological and empirical research in addition to case law, this book
demonstrates how German developments reflect the frequently conflicting demands of these two legal
paradigms - yielding an idiosyncratic synthesis in Value Formalism, a specific type of constitutional
reasoning, at once pragmatic, open, formalist, and technical. Value Formalism however, also comes with
serious problems, such as a lack of self-reflection in the Court's jurisprudence and the
closure of constitutional discourse towards laymen.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

The knowledge that you get from Traditions and Transformations: The Rise of German Constitutionalism
will be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Traditions and Transformations: The Rise
of German Constitutionalism giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular Traditions and Transformations: The Rise of German
Constitutionalism instantly.

Edward Thompson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Traditions and
Transformations: The Rise of German Constitutionalism suitable to you? Often the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Traditions and Transformations: The Rise of German
Constitutionalismis one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core
of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Effie Phillips:

The particular book Traditions and Transformations: The Rise of German Constitutionalism will bring that
you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Traditions and Transformations: The
Rise of German Constitutionalism is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Joseph Gabriel:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Traditions and Transformations: The Rise of German Constitutionalism when you essential it?
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