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Present-day smuggling across the U.S.-Mexico border is a professional, often violent, criminal activity.
However, it is only the latest chapter in a history of illicit business dealings that stretches back to 1848, when
attempts by Mexico and the United States to tax commerce across the Rio Grande upset local trade and
caused popular resentment. Rather than acquiesce to what they regarded as arbitrary trade regulations,
borderlanders continued to cross goods and accepted many forms of smuggling as just.

In Border Contraband, George T. Díaz provides the first history of the common, yet little studied, practice of
smuggling across the U.S.-Mexico border. In Part I, he examines the period between 1848 and 1910, when
the United States' and Mexico's trade concerns focused on tariff collection and on borderlanders' attempts to
avoid paying tariffs by smuggling. Part II begins with the onset of the Mexican Revolution in 1910, when
national customs and other security forces on the border shifted their emphasis to the interdiction of
prohibited items (particularly guns and drugs) that threatened the state. Díaz's pioneering research explains
how greater restrictions have transformed smuggling from a low-level mundane activity, widely accepted
and still routinely practiced, into a highly profitable professional criminal enterprise.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Walker:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Border
Contraband: A History of Smuggling across the Rio Grande (Inter-America) book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sandra Bryson:

This Border Contraband: A History of Smuggling across the Rio Grande (Inter-America) are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Border Contraband: A History
of Smuggling across the Rio Grande (Inter-America) can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that probably
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Border Contraband: A History of
Smuggling across the Rio Grande (Inter-America) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

William Johnson:

The particular book Border Contraband: A History of Smuggling across the Rio Grande (Inter-America) has
a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after reading this article book.

Bonnie Gallup:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Border Contraband: A History of
Smuggling across the Rio Grande (Inter-America) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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