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Famines are becoming smaller and rarer, but optimism about the possibility of a famine-free future must be
tempered by the threat of global warming. That is just one of the arguments that Cormac Ó Gráda, one of the
world’s leading authorities on the history and economics of famine, develops in this wide-ranging book,
which provides crucial new perspectives on key questions raised by famines around the globe between the
seventeenth and twenty-first centuries.

The book begins with a taboo topic. Ó Gráda argues that cannibalism, while by no means a universal feature
of famines and never responsible for more than a tiny proportion of famine deaths, has probably been more
common during very severe famines than previously thought. The book goes on to offer new interpretations
of two of the twentieth century’s most notorious and controversial famines, the Great Bengal Famine and the
Chinese Great Leap Forward Famine. Ó Gráda questions the standard view of the Bengal Famine as a perfect
example of market failure, arguing instead that the primary cause was the unwillingness of colonial rulers to
divert food from their war effort. The book also addresses the role played by traders and speculators during
famines more generally, invoking evidence from famines in France, Ireland, Finland, Malawi, Niger, and
Somalia since the 1600s, and overturning Adam Smith’s claim that government attempts to solve food
shortages always cause famines.

Thought-provoking and important, this is essential reading for historians, economists, demographers, and
anyone else who is interested in the history and possible future of famine.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Baker:

The book Eating People Is Wrong, and Other Essays on Famine, Its Past, and Its Future gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at a book Eating People Is Wrong, and Other Essays on Famine, Its Past, and Its Future to get your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Eating People Is Wrong,
and Other Essays on Famine, Its Past, and Its Future. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Tatum Martin:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Eating People Is Wrong, and
Other Essays on Famine, Its Past, and Its Future to read.

Marina Tucker:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Eating People Is Wrong, and Other
Essays on Famine, Its Past, and Its Future that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you are able to pick Eating People Is Wrong, and Other Essays on Famine, Its Past, and Its
Future become your current starter.

Diane Wilson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at, not
only science book and also novel and Eating People Is Wrong, and Other Essays on Famine, Its Past, and Its
Future as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any



other book likes Eating People Is Wrong, and Other Essays on Famine, Its Past, and Its Future to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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