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Biographies of America's greatest humorist abound, but none have charted the overall influence of the key
male friendships that profoundly informed his life and work. Combining biography, literary history, and
gender studies, Mark Twain and Male Friendship presents a welcome new perspective as it examines three
vastly different friendships and the stamp they left on Samuel Clemens's life.

With accessible prose informed by impressive research, the study provides an illuminating history of the
friendships it explores, and the personal and cultural dynamic of the relationships. In the case of Twain and
his pastor, Joseph Twichell, emphasis is put on the latter's role as mentor and spiritual advisor and on
Twain's own waning sense of religious belonging. Messent then shifts gears to consider Twain's friendship
with fellow author and collaborator William Dean Howells. Fascinating in its own right, this relationship
also serves as a prism through which to view the literary marketplace of nineteenth-century America. A
third, seemingly unlikely friendship between Twain and Standard Oil executive H.H. Rogers focuses on
Twain's attitude toward business and shows how Rogers and his wife served as a surrogate family for the
novelist after the death of his own wife.

As he charts these relationships, Messent uses existing work on male friendship, gender roles, and cultural
change as a framework in which to situate altered conceptions of masculinity and of men's roles, not just in
marriage but in the larger social networks of their time. In sum, Mark Twain and Male Friendship is not only
a valuable new resource on the great novelist but also a lively cultural history of male friendship in
nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Cooper:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Mark Twain and
Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell,
Howells, and Rogers Friendshipsis the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Timothy Lumpkin:

The reason? Because this Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jennifer Witherspoon:

This Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships is great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Helen Noyola:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships we can



consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book.
Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that
book Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships. You can more
pleasing than now.
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