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Six lectures by eminent Buddhist thinker Keiji Nishitani reflecting on Buddhism for the modern world.

On Buddhism presents the first English-language translation of a series of lectures by Keiji Nishitani
(1900–1990), a major Buddhist thinker and a key figure in the Kyoto School of Japanese philosophy.
Originally delivered in the early 1970s, these lectures focus on the transformation of culture in the modern
age and the subsequent decline in the importance of the family and religion. Nishitani’s concern is that
modernity, with its individualism, materialism, and contractual ethics, is an insufficient basis for human
relationships. With deep insight into both Buddhism and Christianity, he explores such issues as the nature of
genuine human existence, the major role of conscience in our advance to authenticity, and the needed
transformation of religion. Nishitani criticizes contemporary Buddhism for being too esoteric and asks that it
“come down from Mt. Hiei” to reestablish itself as a vital source of worthy ideals and to point toward a way
of remaining human even in a modern and postmodern world.

Seisaku Yamamoto is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Kyoto University, Japan. Carter and Yamamoto
are cotranslators of Watsuji Tetsuro's Rinrigaku: Ethics in Japan, also published by SUNY Press.

Robert E. Carter is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Trent University, Canada. Robert E. Carter is
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Trent University, Canada. Carter and Yamamoto are cotranslators of
Watsuji Tetsuro's Rinrigaku: Ethics in Japan, and Carter is the author of Encounter with Enlightenment: A
Study of Japanese Ethics, both also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hart:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication On Buddhism will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Joseph Singleton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this On Buddhism book because this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Terri Root:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This On Buddhism can be the
response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Sandra Maes:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top listing in your reading list is actually On Buddhism. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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