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In the late 1850s, organized baseball was a club-based fraternal sport thriving in the cultures of respectable
artisans, clerks and shopkeepers, and middle-class sportsmen. Two decades later it had become an
entertainment business run by owners and managers, depending on gate receipts and the increasingly
disciplined labor of skilled player-employees. Playing for Keeps is an insightful, in-depth account of the
game that became America's premier spectator sport for nearly a century.

Reconstructing the culture and experience of early baseball through a careful reading of the sporting press,
baseball guides, and the correspondence of the player-manager Harry Wright, Warren Goldstein discovers
the origins of many modern controversies during the game's earliest decades.

The 20th Anniversary Edition of Goldstein's classic includes information about the changes that have
occurred in the history of the sport since the 1980s and an account of his experience as a scholarly consultant
during the production of Ken Burns's Baseball.
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From reader reviews:

Ezra Talbott:

Here thing why that Playing for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Playing for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Playing
for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Playing for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball in
e-book can be your alternative.

Beth Sanders:

The ability that you get from Playing for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball is a more deep you digging the
information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to know but Playing for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this specific Playing for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball instantly.

Constance Music:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your
spare time, the particular book you have read is usually Playing for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball.

Wendy Fuller:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. Playing for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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