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The last few years have seen a remarkable surge of popular interest in the topic of atheism. Books about
atheism by writers like richard dawkins and Christopher Hitchens have figured prominently in bestseller lists
and have attracted widespread discussion in the media. The ubiquity of public debates about atheism,
especially in conscious opposition to the perceived social threat posed by faith and religion, has been
startling. However, as gavin Hyman points out, despite their prevalence and popularity, what often
characterises these debates is a lack of nuance and sophistication. They can be shrill, ignorant of the
historical complexity of discussions about belief, and tend to lapse into caricature. What is needed is a clear
and well-informed presentation of how atheistic ideas originated and developed, in order to illuminate their
contemporary relevance and application. That task is what the author undertakes here.

Charting the rise of atheism as an explicit philosophical position (notably in the work of denis diderot),
Hyman traces its development in the ideas of descartes, Locke and Berkeley, and draws too on the work of
important contemporary scholars like amos Funkenstein and michael J. Buckley. arguing that the plausibility
and persuasiveness of atheism is sustained by the demise of a religion that is defined by the presuppositions
and assumptions of modernity, the author boldly suggests that atheism - like the belief to which it is
antipathetic - is itself vulnerable to a future that challenges the intellectual inheritance of the enlightenment.

For anyone interested in the origins of atheism (whether they consider themselves to be ‘an atheist’, or
‘religious’, or indeed somewhere in-between), and in the rich cultural, philosophical and historical matrix out
of which it emerged, A Short History of Atheism offers a fascinating exploration of the often surprising co-
dependency of faith and its negation.
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Short History of Atheism, A (I.B.Tauris Short Histories)
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Julian Eaton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
just read you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Short History of Atheism, A (I.B.Tauris
Short Histories) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book possesses high quality.

Mary Moore:

The book untitled Short History of Atheism, A (I.B.Tauris Short Histories) contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Scott Reisinger:

You may get this Short History of Atheism, A (I.B.Tauris Short Histories) by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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