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Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. (1841–1935) is generally considered one of the two greatest justices of the
United States Supreme Court, Chief Justice John Marshall being the other. In more than 2000 opinions, he
delineated an impressive legal philosophy that profoundly influenced American jurisprudence, particularly in
the area of civil liberties and judicial restraint. At the same time, his abilities as a prose stylist earned him a
position among the literary elite.
In The Common Law, derived from a series of lectures delivered at the Lowell Institute in Boston, Holmes
systematized his early legal doctrines. The result was an enduring classic of legal philosophy that continues
to be read and consulted over a century later. Beginning with historical forms of liability (thought to have
originated in the desire for vengeance in ancient Roman and Germanic blood feuds), the book goes on to
discuss criminal law, torts, bails, possession and ownership, contracts, successions, and many other aspects
of civil and criminal law.
Encompassing Holmes's profound, wide-ranging knowledge of the law in its historical aspects, yet written in
a manner easily accessible to the layman, The Common Law provoked this observation from another famed
jurist; "The book is a classic in the sense that its stock of ideas has been absorbed and become part of
common juristic thought … they placed law in a perspective which legal scholarship ever since has merely
confirmed." — Felix Frankfurter, Of Law and Men.
Now the influential ideas and judicial theory of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. can be studied and appreciated in
this superb edition — the only one in print — of his magnum opus. This edition also features a new
introduction by Professor Sheldon M. Novick, author of Honorable Justice: The Life of Oliver Wendell
Holmes. First published in 1881, this book is still indispensable reading for lawyers, political scientists,
historians, general readers — anyone interested in the origins, development, and continuing evolution of the
laws that govern human society.
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From reader reviews:

Lidia Hill:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Common Law book since this book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Melvin Bragg:

The feeling that you get from The Common Law will be the more deep you digging the information that hide
within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but The Common Law giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
kind of The Common Law instantly.

Doris Snell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The Common
Law.

Sherry Holsey:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Common Law can be great book to read. May be
it can be best activity to you.
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