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London, 1788: a group of British gentlemen---geographers, scholars, politicians, humanitarians, and traders--
-decide it is time to solve the mysteries of Africa's unknown interior regions. Inspired by the Enlightenment
quest for knowledge, they consider it a slur on the age that the interior of Africa still remains a mystery, that
maps of the "dark continent" are populated with mythical beasts, imaginary landmarks, and fabled empires.
As well, they hoped that more accurate knowledge of Africa would aid in the abolition of the slave trade.

These men, a mixed group of soldiers and gentlemen, ex-convicts, and social outcasts, form the African
Association, the world's first geographical society, and over several decades send hardened, grizzled
adventurers to replace speculation with facts and remove the beasts from the maps. The explorers who
ventured forth included Mungo Park, whose account of his travels would be a bestseller for more than a
century; American John Ledyard; and Jean Louis Burckhardt, the discoverer of Petra and Abu Simbel. Their
exploits would include grueling crossings of the Sahara, the exploration of the Nile, and--most dramatically--
the search for the great River Niger and its legendary city of gold: Timbuktu.

Anthony Sattin weaves the plotting of the London gentlemen and the experiences of their extraordinary
explorers into a gripping account of high adventure, international intrigue, and geographical discovery. The
Gates of Africa is a story of human courage and fatal ambition, a groundbreaking insight into the struggle to
reveal the secrets of Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Taylor:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The Gates of Africa: Death, Discovery, and the Search for Timbuktu, you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Mike Greene:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Gates of Africa: Death, Discovery, and the Search
for Timbuktu, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Glenn Pryor:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Gates of Africa: Death,
Discovery, and the Search for Timbuktu is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mohammed Strohl:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Gates of Africa: Death, Discovery, and the
Search for Timbuktu was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The
Gates of Africa: Death, Discovery, and the Search for Timbuktu has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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